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VTU partially bans film shoots

B y / AN\

in engineering colleges

Jagadish Angadi

BENGALURU: Film shooting
has been partially banned in
engineering colleges coming
under Visvesvaraya Techno-
logical University (VTU).

The decision was taken
considering its impact on
academic activities.

Of late, directors have been
preferring engineering col-
leges to shoot films dealing
with college life consider-
ing the attractive ambience
there.

In a circular to its 220 af-
filiated colleges, VTU has di-
rected college managements
not to let out campuses for
shooting.

“In fact, it was a demand
by many faculty members.
We've taken the decision to
partially ban shooting based
on theirdemand,”H N Jagan-
nath Reddy, registrar, VTU
told DH.

Teachers from engineer-
ing colleges especially in
Bengaluru, Mysuru and Man-
galuru had requested VTU to

banshooting asit affected the
academic process.

“Students would skip
classes and go out to watch
the shooting. The noise
and equipment of the crew
also affected learning. In
some colleges, classes were
suspended, while teachers
couldn’t complete the syl-
labi,” Reddy added.

Teachers found it difficult
to cope up with the situation
as VTU'’s academic calendar
is extremely engaging.

However, VTU has partial-
ly permitted colleges to rent
out their campuses.

“We don’t mind campuses
being used for shooting dur-
ing vacations.

“The circular states that
campuses could be used for
shooting only during vaca-
tions,” Reddy clarified.

In the past two years, many
engineering students them-
selves took up short film pro-
jects using campus facilities.

Two private colleges in
Bengaluru that became au-
tonomous in 2013 are most

preferred locations for direc-
tors.

“We have just one batch
attached to the VTU left and
the rule doesn’t concern us.
We discourage activities that
affectlearning,” the principal
ofa college said.

College managementsrent
out their campuses on a daily
basis. In some instances, the
managements want produc-
ers to pay for some funds,
instead of rent.

Rajendra Singh Babu,
president, Karnataka Cha-
lanachitra Academy (KCA)
admitted that shooting af-
fected academics and wel-
comed VTU’s stand.

“Campuses should be used
without affecting students
and teachers,” he said.

Rakshith Shetty, actor-
director, termed the VTU’s
decision as unfair.

“We shot Kirik Party (2016)
in an engineering college in
Hassan without affecting the
daily schedule. VTU’s rule is
not fair,” he said.

DH News Service
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VTU not amused as student hacks |ts
website to expose poor security

BENGALURU, DHNS Visves-

University
(VTU), Belagavi, does not seem
to be very tech-savvy. A final-
year engineering student has
hacked the VTU’s online pay-
ment system, exposing chinks
inits security features.

Sai K, astudentof electronics
and communication, claimed
to have obtained a photocopy
ofananswer scriptwithout pay-
ingthe fee by hacking the online
paymentsystem. Hejustified his
actions by saying he wanted to
draw the university’s attention
to the security measures of the
website

Sai, however, may face ac-
tion as the VTU has lodged a
complaint with the cybercrime
police, Bengaluru. “Unidenti-
fied people hacked the online
payment facility for revaluation
of answer scripts, but not the
website as such,” H N Jagan-
nath Reddy, Registrar, VTU, told
DH. “VTU's is the most secure

Hacked govt
sites

=Feb 16, 2010: 21 websites
of the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment hacked.

= Aug 18, 2010: Kerala State
Road Transport Corporation’s
website hacked.

= Aug 28, 2010: University of
Mysore's website hacked.

= Aug 25, 2016: RGUHS web-
site hacked.

m April 25,2017: National
Aerospace Laboratories (NAL)
website hacked.
mSept12,2017: Bescom
website hacked.

website and can’t be hacked.
Some miscreants would use
the VTU website, create fake
circulars and distribute them. I

have sought action against such

He élaimed that external
marks of over three lakh stu-

dents and the confidential data
of over17,000 facultymembers
were highly secure. Following
the incident, the VTU has de-
cided to modify the website and
itsinterface.

The hacking has once again
exposed the lack of security in
websites of government agen-
cies. “Notjust VTU's,websites of
many government agenciesare
highly insecure,” a cyber expert

told thisnewspaper on condition
ofanonymity. Accordingtohim,
lackofexpertise inmaintenance
ofwebsites and fund constraints
forregularmanagementtrigger
the hacking.

The National Informat-
ics Centre (NIC), the national
nodal agency for government
websites, regularly issues up-
grade guidelines which are ig-
nored by government depart-
ments because upgrades don’t
come free. Many :
are headed by e-illiterate bu-
reaucratswho failto

thei nmporta.nce of preventing

The departments also
fail to renew software, which
contributes to hacking, the ex-

Anadditional director gener-
alofpolice (ADGP),who headed
the crime and technical wing,
echoed him. “The protection
measures of government web-
sites are extremely poor. These
firewalls, Government depart-
ments should stop using unau-
thorised software and employ
a team to keep a close watch on
suspicious activities,” he said.

The Indian Computer Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT-
In), which comes under the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, has
issued guidelineson how to deal
with cybersecurity threats such
as hacking and phishing. Gov-
ernmentagenciesshould follow
the guidelines to prevent hack-
ing, heddded.
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Lack of amenities

353 % el

‘»@f

plague govt
degree colleges

sz out of 412 colleges do not have own
Building and are runin rented premises

.RASHMI BELUR @Bengalury and consumables,” said a senior
i official of thed t.
SEVERAL government-run de- According to department offi-
gree colleges in the state lack ba- cials, issues like shortage of toi-
sic infrastructure -- academic lets, no water supply, lack of com-
and administrative - and need at  pound walls need to be addressed
least 22,01,355.52 lakh to provide immediately
all the amenities. After the survey was complet-
“As per a survey conducted by ed, the department then calcu-
the Department of Col- lated the total estimat-
legiate Education, of ed cost of providing
e 412 government- the infrastructure as
degree colleges in identified in the
state, 102 colleges We had asked survey.
no buildings and authorities As per the estima-
inrented buildings  tofillaformwith  tion, ¥2013,55.52 lakh is
or use PU college, high detailsandsubmit  required to provide in-
school and primary Itonline.Over2  frastructure at all the
school buildings to run major colleges. “We have sub-
classes. m“""'m"m"‘ mitted the survey and
Following com- inthe survey, the estimated cost to
plaints from faculty starting from the government. Once
members, teachers collegebuildingto e get approval for the
and other stakehold- |abequipmentand Same we will start the
ers, the department consumables work in a phasedr man-
conducted a survey ner,” the official
covering major infra-  Asenloroffidal  aqded.
structure issues and Along with the lack

collected the data di-
rectly from college authorities.
All 412 colleges were covered un-

of administrative in-
frastructure, there are even
shortages in academic infra-

der the survey. structure like additional class
*"“We had asked college authori- rooms, desks, podium tables,
ties to fill a form with detailsand  green/black boards, computers

stibmit it online. Over 12 major
infrastructure issues were cov-

lab tables. For academic infra-
structure, the department has

efed in the survey, starting from pegged the estimated cost at
college building to lab equipment 19,830 lakh.
- R D D 0
" Land/Site not available 38 %7600
No buildings 102 ¥51,000
181 ¥9,055
251 22,510
3,396 ¥57732
L7103 7575
‘ 328 213120
| 106 %530
f Additional girls waiting room 187 1,870
Shortage of staff room 124 %208
’ ' No auditoriums 362 218,100
i (in lakh)
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‘Return

original
‘documents,
to students’

MANGALURU: Deputy
Commissioner Dr K G
Jagadeesha has warned of
ﬁhngmnunal casesagainst
private educational institu-
tions that fail to return the
original documents collect-
ed during the admission to
the students.

Ata mectmg convened

Alva, chairperson
of Karnataka State Com-
mission for Protection of
Child Rights, he said that
as per the guidelines, the
mark cards of the students
have to bereturned back to
the students after its verifi-

" cation.

However, several edu-
cational institutions have
been harassing the students
by refusing to hand over the
documents.

They are not allowing
the students to drop their

| courseinbetween byasking
| them to pay the fee for the




